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HIKE THE HILL

COOPERATIVE PRIORITIES

AND

TALKING POINTS

For more than a century, cooperatives have played a crucial role in the economy, making it possible for

people to own and control their businesses and ensure people have access to critical markets and services.

With nearly 65,000 cooperative establishments and more than 130 million members, cooperatives are found in

every corner of the United States. Cooperatives are active across many different economic sectors including

agriculture, electric, housing, credit unions, food systems, worker-owned businesses, cooperative lenders like

CDFls, and nonprofit co-op development organizations.

People turn to cooperatives for three primary reasons: 1) to address market failures where neither the private

sector nor the government provides a needed service; 2) to help small players gain parity with large, investor-

owned competitors; and 3) to give consumers a deliberate choice of enterprise to better meet their common

needs and aspirations.
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FEDERAL LEGISLATION AND PROGRAMS NCBA
THAT IMPACT COOPERATIVES CLUSA

The Matio on

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE FARM BILL

About the Farm Bill

Every five years, Congress passes legislation that sets national agriculture, rural development, nutrition,
conservation and forestry policy, commonly referred to as the “Farm Bill.” The Farm Bill provides an important
opportunity for policymakers to comprehensively address agricultural and food issues. On Thursday, May 23rd
the House Agriculture Committee will consider the Farm Bill and make amendments. NCBA CLUSA urges
Congress to prioritize cooperative businesses in the Farm Bill to equip rural communities with the tools to build

capacity and drive a robust, prosperous rural economy.
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TALKING POINTS




SBA 7(A) LOAN PROGRAM
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ACCESS TO FINANCING THROUGH SBA 7(A) LOANS
About the Small Business Administration (SBA)

Created in 1953, the SBA’s mission is to “aid, counsel, assist and protect, insofar as is possible, the interests of
small business concerns.” The SBA'’s charge is to help small businesses get funding by setting guidelines for
loans and reducing lender risk. Despite this mission, charge and the passage of legislation to provide co-ops
with access to financing, the SBA continues to implement prohibitive requirements that effectively bar co-ops

from accessing its primary offering—the 7(a) Loan Program.
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FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS
About the Appropriations Process

The Constitution states that “No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of
Appropriations made by Law.” This means that each year Congress must pass legislation that provides budget
authority for agencies and ultimately obligates Treasury to make payments. Within the committee structure
established by Congress, this task is delegated to the Appropriations Committees of the House and Senate.
The committees are organized in 12 parallel subcommittees, each of which is charged with developing, drafting

and managing the consideration of one regular appropriations act each fiscal year. Robust funding for

programs that support cooperatives is crucial for local economies.

The bipartisan Congressional Cooperative Business Caucus helps advance cooperative advocacy work
the federal level, providing greater visibility of cooperative economic impact before Congress and the

Administration.
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